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Protnciing Texasby f l s d u a i n g andPreventing Pollut ion

F A X T R A N S M I T T A L
D A T E : 4/25/2000

TO: N a m e
Organization

F A X N u m b e r

NUMBER OF PAGES (including this cover sheet):

C h a r l i e G a z d a and Ragan Broyles
EPA Region 6Emergency R s s p o n s f l Branch
(214) 665-7447 ____

F R O M : T E X A S N A T U R A L R E S O U R C E C O N S E R V A T I O N , C O M M I S S I O N
N a m e
D i v i s i o n / R e g i o n
T e l e p h o n e N u m b e r
F A X N u m b e r

David L Davis
T N R C C Remediat ion Division
( 5 1 2 ) 2 3 9 - 2 4 5 3
(512) 239-4814
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N O T E S :
R E : L I T T L E B I T W I R E L I N E7 1 5 S U N N Y S I D E D R I V EB E A U M O N T , T E X A S 77707T X D N O N ET E X A S D E P A R T M E N T O F H E A L T H R E G I S T R A T I O N N O . L03168T E X A S D E P A R T M E N T O F H E A L T H I N C I D E N T * 6919

The Little Bit W i r e l i n e incident consists of two sites of Americium-241 contaminationthat resulted from a ruptured well l o g g i n g source. A p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 Curies ofAmericium-241 was in the source when it ruptured. The well l o g g i n g source wasruptured on S e p t e m b e r 19,1995 at the Evans Unit "A"# 1 well of the North WinnieOil Field, near W i n n i e , Chambers C o u n t y , Texas. Contaminat ion by Americium-241was subsequently detected at Little Bit Wireline's shop, 715 S u n n y s t d e Drive,Beaumont, J e f f e r s o n County , Texas.
The TNRCC f e e l s that these conditions pose an imminent and substantial threat tohuman h e a l t h and the environment The TNRCC requests that the EPA ERBassessment and removal dec larat ion of EPA's intent ion to respond to thisinc ident as soon as po s s i b l e .
C C . J a c q u e l i n e S . H a r d e e , P.E., T N R C CG l e n d a C h a m p a g n e , T N R C CWesl ey Newberry, T N R C CRobert Free, TDH BRC
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L I T T L E B I T W I R E L I N E
715 SUNNYS1DE DRIVEBEAUMONT, TEXAS 77707
T X D N O N BTEXAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH REGISTRATION NO. L03168
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH INCIDENT # 6919
Site Locations:
The Lit t l e Bit Wireline incident consists of two sites of Amcricium-241 contamination that resultedfrom a raptured well l ogg ing source. The well l ogg ing source was ruptured on September 19,1995 at the Evans Unit "A" # 1 well of the N o r t h Winnie Oil Field, near Winnie, ChambersCounty, Texas. Contamination by Araericium-241 was subsequently detected at Lit t l e Bit
Wirelinc's shop, 715 Sunnyside Drive, Beaumont, J e f f e r s o n County, Texas.

Description of the Incident and S i t e Conditions:
On August 11, 1995 an approx imate ly 3 Curie Ainerichim-241 well l ogg ing source became stuckdown the Evans Unit "A" # 1 well of the North Winnie Oil f i e l d , near Winnie, Chambers County,
Texas . A t t e m p t s to recover the source were unsuccessful until September 19, 1995 when thesource was discovered to be leaking. Instrument readings taken at that time indicated one millircmper hour. Equipment at the site was washed but had to remain at the site due to radiation readings
over regulatory l imi t s . However, one contaminated mud pump was allowed lo leave the site. Aradiation survey of Lit t l e Bit Wireline's shop was perform and indicated that it was contaminated.
On October 19, 1995 the U . S . Department of Energy recovered the Arnericium-241 source andtransported it to their Los Alamos f a c i l i t y on October 20,1995. I/ater radiation surveys by NSS1indicated high Amcricium-241 in bovine fecal material on the unsecured site.
A time line of relevant events of this incident, NSSI's radiation survey of Li t t l e Bit Wireline'sshop and other relevant information is attached with this fax transmktal.

TNRCC "Removal Recommendations;
1. Assess both the well site and Lit t l e Bit Wireline's shop for radioactive contamination;
2. Evaluate exist ing structures at each f a c i l i t y to determine if decontamination a n d / o rdemol i t i on is appropriate .

Response Question:
W i l l the EPA ERB assess the sites listed above for the response actions?
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